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Introduction 

 
 
 
The Valleys of Wales are the heart of our nation, tight-knit families and communities of friendly 
and welcoming people, with a real passion for education. We are known for our rich cultural 
heritage and our on-going love affair with language and the arts. 
 
Times are tough and our people face difficult challenges. The current economic crisis has 
brought hardship, fear and insecurity. Whether it’s trying to find a job, struggling to pay bills, 
seeking support services for family members in need or keeping a small business going, day-to-
day life can be a struggle. 
 
We need a new politics for the Valleys, rooted in our history but looking confidently and 
ambitiously to the future. The Valleys cannot face another 50 years of failure. We need a politics 
that engages and debates rather than excludes, a politics that is brave and seeks to create a 
better future for all.  
 
Living in our political comfort zone will leave our people defenceless. We need to work together 
on those things that will make the biggest impact on the well-being of our communities - the 
things that matter most to our residents. We must give our communities hope. A belief that 
things can change and a vision of a different future - a future that changes ours lives for the 
better, not one left to the tide of global recessions or dictated to us by out-of-touch politicians.  
 
Plaid Cymru-led councils have forged the way in supporting local communities and families, 
working alongside small businesses and voluntary organisations to make a positive difference 
to people’s lives. We believe that together we must move beyond simply managing cuts year 
after year and work towards a more ambitious and thriving future. 
 
I present this manifesto to the people of Rhondda Cynon Taf, confident in Plaid’s ambition to 
deliver a better future for our area in these tough times. 
 
 
 
Cllr Pauline Jarman 
Spring 2012 
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Our Economy – Jobs for the Future 

 
The heart of our new future must be our economy, because a thriving economy goes hand-in-
hand with thriving communities. Our top priority must be jobs – to support the development of 
new jobs and safeguard those we already have. Without well-paid, secure, long-term jobs, we 
cannot move forward.  
 
Our young people need the skills to succeed, and we pledge that we will create 50 new 
apprenticeships across Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
 
Every pound spent locally creates growth locally which, in turn, creates more jobs. A Plaid 
Cymru-run Council will continue to promote a ‘shop local’ campaign to encourage people, 
businesses and the public sector to spend locally to support  their local economies. This will 
help ensure the success of our town centres. Local shops and businesses need the support of 
the Council and other major local employers, and the more money invested locally, the more 
jobs will be created. 
 
Public bodies spend £4bn a year on buying goods and services. If we ensure that 75 per cent of 
that is spent in Wales, it will mean an additional £1bn a year is spent in the Welsh economy, 
equating to at least £75m in Rhondda Cynon Taf. In RCT, we will make sure that, wherever 
possible, these contracts are not only kept in Wales but are drawn up to ensure that small local 
businesses can compete for the business. Moreover, we will include clauses that ensure local 
training opportunities and environmental criteria. 
 

We must promote a local economy where businesses, large and small, can establish 
themselves as world leaders through innovation and knowledge. Our Valleys have great 
advantages – high-quality production capabilities, workers with skills, companies with 
technologies and an improving transport network. We must utilise these advantages to the full. 
We need to focus on sectors of the economy where we already have market leaders and where 
we have the vision and ability to establish new ones in: green business,  tourism, local food 
production, medical and technological businesses, media and knowledge-based industries. Our 
economic strategy must look to the future, not the past or the present. 
 
We will encourage local renewable energy production projects and create local energy service 
companies to help reduce our local carbon footprint and we will enable training in green skills 
through supporting apprenticeships and green energy community co-operatives, linked to local 
education and training providers.  
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We will encourage the creation of more community run Development Trusts and similar 
organisations in areas where business finds it difficult to grow, particularly in areas where jobs 
are scarce. We need to find mechanisms to support these directly, through both grants and 
service level agreements with the Council. 
 
We must also be creative about how we use community assets. Too often, there are a range of 
publicly owned buildings in an area that aren’t fit for purpose or easily accessible through 
community groups and Development Trusts. Many community facilities, such as Treherbert 
Pool, could be brought back to public use with funding provided to support them on the road to 
sustainability. This means we have to maximise the potential of all funding streams, like the 
Lottery or European Funds. 
 
We will support and encourage local communities to build their own exchange schemes, such 
as trade and skill swaps or local voucher schemes, to allow local organisations to grow, support 
and sustain such activity. We will encourage the expansion of schemes such as the Alternative 
Currency Model operated by the successful Creations Development Trust in Blaengarw. 
 
We must ensure public buildings are the most accessible points for communities, and that, 
wherever possible, they provide access to a range of public services.  
 
We have to improve our IT infrastructure, giving our area access to super-fast broadband 
technology with wi-fi and mobile coverage as widespread as possible. We need to give our 
residents the skills and facilities to access that technology, so nobody is excluded from either 
the work or the support they deserve and need. 
 
We will ensure that our Council workers are supported in their important work and we will not 
make changes to terms and conditions without proper consultation with the trade unions. 
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Education 

If the heart of a new future is our economy, its lifeblood must be a reinvigorated education 
system at all levels. We need to encourage the development of skills and knowledge through 
our schools, college and university networks, and through vocational training and 
apprenticeships.  
 
Course availability must be tailored to current and future needs for our workforce and the 
entrepreneurs of the future. Lack of literacy and numeracy skills must be a thing of the past. By 
11 our children should be able to read, write and do maths effectively. The basis of our success 
must be our schools. We have to drive ambition, attainment and passion through everything our 
children do. We must make available a broad curriculum, with options that match the needs of 
the future with the desires of our young. We must have real choice for all in terms of content, 
style and language, where no-one is disadvantaged.  We support parental choice and will 
ensure that the growth of Welsh Medium education in RCT is fully supported by the Council. 
 
We will introduce an ambitious apprenticeship plan, working in partnership with private 
business, training providers, higher and further education and the DWP, to provide on the job 
training places and making it viable for every small business to support young people.  
 
We want to encourage schools, colleges and universities to work together. Now, more than ever 
before, we see that learning is not just for the young. Learning is a lifelong activity. Whether it 
be tradesmen or professionals gaining new or updated skills for their work, or people of any age 
exploring subjects that interest them, lifelong learning must be more than words.  

Younger People 

Our ambition to create an effective education system in RCT must be coupled with an aspiration 
to do more. It is clear that our children’s start in life is vital, so we must tackle child poverty now 
and show our young that life can be different. Every child is counts. Our children's development 
cannot be a postcode lottery or wealth dependent.  It has to be a basic right for all. We must 
continue free breakfasts and free milk in primary schools, and free school uniforms, but we must 
find a way of achieving this without stigma or bias.  
 
The Communities First Programme must continue to help our young develop skills outside the 
schools system and we must find ways of providing affordable or, if possible, free childcare as 
widely as possible. We must improve fostering and adoption services and invest in children’s 
advocacy. 
 
We need to make sure that there are ample youth facilities and activities throughout our 
communities - through a range of providers and not simply the traditional youth club. Play, sport 
and enjoyment must be central to every child’s development. 
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Older People 

We must ensure that appropriate support is available for those in need. We must also ensure 
there are facilities and options available for those who wish to continue to explore new avenues, 
learn new skills and try new things. 
 
We will promote independent living, wherever possible, with the necessary support. We must 
ensure that care packages are personal, timely and cost-effective for the individual; we must 
also acknowledge and support the value and contribution of the voluntary sector to meeting our 
needs and must maintain, or increase, support where appropriate. 
 
We will develop learning opportunities and leisure activities through a network of community 
locations, delivered by a range of providers. This could be linked to a Valleys Card scheme, 
available to all our residents. 

Safe Communities 

It is important that everyone is able to live in a community that not only feels safe but is safe. 
We will work with the police to ensure that community problems are addressed and that the 
police presence is appropriate and effective. We understand that the perception of crime is as 
important as crime itself and will continue to support high-profile policing at a local level. Plaid 
will work to ensure that every community in RCT is a safer place to live in.  
 
Partnership and Communities Together (PACT) Meetings provide a valuable forum for 
communities and their partners, especially the Council and the Police, but they are under-
developed in some areas. We will campaign to improve participation in all wards to resolve local 
problems and create safer communities.  We will promote the rollout of junior PACTs in 
partnership with our schools. 
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The Environment 

The countryside around RCT is breathtaking and we must protect and enhance the 
surroundings that we have.  We must produce a planning framework to protect our countryside 
and greenfield sites, using brownfield sites for development.  Linked to this, we must establish a 
programme of habitat restoration, together with projects that help biodiversity.  We have to 
expand the green industry and invest in a green transport infrastructure, including 
improvements and extensions to the walking and cycling network. We have to link leisure 
activity to our real playground - the outdoors - and provide the opportunity for a return to 
producing our own food through allotments.  
  
We must establish a different approach to dealing with waste and recycling, one that really 
works and one that is in line with our residents’ values and wishes. This means a commitment 
to maintain weekly refuse collections, saying no to incineration and being clear about the impact 
of gasification. Moreover we will ensure coverage of civic amenity (recycling) centres across 
Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
 
We must also provide enough space for housing growth and economic development. However, 
where development is allowed, there must be sufficient investment in the infrastructure to 
sustain that development.  Most importantly, we must give residents and businesses a real 
voice and establish a mechanism for local planning decisions that is more accessible to 
residents, more transparent - and one that works. 

Transport 

We need to build on our major road network and make sure the local road network works 
effectively and is maintained properly. This means continued investment in the Heads of the 
Valleys Road, the Mountain Ash Cross-Valley Link, the A470 and A4119 trunk roads and the 
feeder roads to the strategic network. We must work through the Regional Transport Networks 
and the Assembly to continue such investment. 
 
We need to create a local infrastructure that allows efficient access across the Rhonnda Cynon 
Taf via private or public transport. We must ensure transport links are neither a barrier to social 
mobility nor economic activity.  
 
We must improve our rail and bus network and work with the service providers to create 
timetables that work to meet the needs of residents and businesses, not the other way around. 
This must include improvements to the Valley Lines Railway Route, with new developments 
such as the extension between Aberdare and Hirwaun. 
 
We must build a service that is reliable and gets people where they need to be – and that 
means to jobs and social activities. To achieve this, we will establish a forum, with customers 
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and businesses at the heart, and establish a network that fully meets such needs. Where 
transport still proves unviable in commercial terms, we must consider subsidies or the 
commissioning of community transport, especially where the lack of transport is a barrier to 
economic development. 
 
Three years ago, the Labour Council introduced a policy of charging for many of our community, 
village and town centre car parks. In all cases, this has been to the detriment of the local area.  
Since its introduction, the prices have already gone up twice! We must find a way of reducing 
or, if possible, removing such charges, as Plaid-controlled Pontyclun Community Council has 
done. The future of our communities depends on it. 
 
In areas where on-street parking is at a premium, we must seek to introduce residents parking 
and make disabled parking more widely available so that residents can park close to their own 
homes. At the same time we will re-establish a rolling programme of improving back lanes and 
private streets – promised by others, but never delivered. We must support and continue a 
programme of road safety improvements - one that is focused on need and not on political 
favour! 
 

We will reinstate school crossing patrols and invest in more Safe Route to School projects 
incorporating 20 mph limits near schools to improve road safety. The safety of our young must 
be paramount. We will seek support from the Welsh Government for the provision of more Safe 
Routes to Schools. 
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Housing 
Housing in the valleys has become a key issue.  In some communities, young people cannot 
afford to buy a house in the same village as their parents. For some, the rented sector is the 
only option and others have to rely on the social sector. In many instances, the only choice is 
poor-quality housing or moving away. 
 
Plaid Cymru believes we need to create policies that ensure an adequate supply of all types of 
housing across Rhondda Cynon Taf to meet the demand of our communities. This has to be 
done in part through our planning policies where we encourage private housing developments 
with a community led balance of social and rented housing. We must support people who want 
to buy their own homes. Plaid Cymru in RCT can take some of the credit for the recently 
announced Council Mortgage Scheme for first-time buyers, having first raised the need for such 
a scheme last year. 
 

Newly built houses should be of the highest quality.  We have to improve housing regulation 
and building standards. And we cannot allow bad landlords to continue to let sub-standard 
properties because people have no other option. We will bring empty houses back into 
circulation by offering grants and support to improve those properties for people to occupy and 
help reduce the lists of those in housing need. 

Health and Sport 

We have to ensure that residents of all ages have access to a variety of sporting and leisure 
activities through community schools, public and private facilities. We must protect playing fields 
and parks and keep them safe for families and free from anti-social behavior.  We will develop 
footpaths and cycling routes.  
 
Our community run sports clubs are a vital part of delivering a more active and healthy 
community. We must bring council activities, community run activities and private businesses 
together to enhance opportunities for sport and leisure. We will develop a Leisure Trust.  We will 
work to develop a Valleys Card, which would provide residents with access to the full range of 
activities at the right price for them, with discounts negotiated with willing private providers. This 
card could cover all council services and become a loyalty card across retail too. 
 
For those with specific talent, passion and determination, we have to nurture that talent and 
invest in coaching plans to increase general participation in sports and allow others to pursue 
excellence - to deliver success for the Valleys on the world stage.   
 
The Council has an important role in providing social care for our people and we will work to 
ensure that no one who is ready to leave hospital to go home is left languishing in hospital away 
from the comforts of home. We will continue to fight for the protection of services at a local level 
in the constantly changing world of the NHS.  
 



Ambition in Tough Times: Plaid Cymru’s Manifesto for RCT 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

Our Future 

Together we can create a better future for the people of our Valleys. Though we live in tough 
times our Council needs to be ambitious and forward thinking. Plaid Cymru stands ready to lead 
the Council, and with your support on May 3rd we will make a positive difference to everyone’s 
daily lives. 
 

 
 
 
 


